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Conceptual Foundation 

üUnusual group of children described by 

Kanner in 1943: 

üThey lacked the ability or interest to ñrelate 

themselves in the ordinary way to people 

and situations.ò    (Frith, 2003) 

 

üLanguage was a struggle: they misused 

pronouns, were excessively literal, limited 

to mimicry, or mute.    
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üChange was a trial: they demonstrated an 
intense desire and need for sameness, whether 
in behavior, interests, or events in a day.  

 

üThey struggled to see the forest form the trees, 
ñto experience wholes without full attention to 
constituent parts.ò    (Happe, 2005) 

 

 

üThey reacted unusually to physical sensation, 
either too little or too much.   
               (Volkmar, Klin, 2005) 
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